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Esthonia not to hang bells on the necks of the kine till
St. George's Day; the few who can give a reason for the
rule say that the chiming of the bells before that season
would attract the wild beasts.1

Sacrifices           In the island of Dago  down to the early part of the

offered303 nineteenth century there were certain holy trees from which
on St. no one dared to break a bough ; in spite of the lack of
wood in the island the fallen branches were allowed to rot
in heaps on the ground. Under such trees the Esthonians
used to offer sacrifices on St. George's Day for the safety
and welfare of their horses. The offerings, which consist of
an egg, a piece of money, and a bunch of horse-hair tied up
with a red thread, were buried in the earth.2 The custom
is interesting because it exhibits St, George in the two-fold
character of a patron of horses and of trees. In the latter
capacity he has already met us more than once under the
name of Green George.8

St. George         In Russia the saint is known as Yegory or Yury, and

patron of   here, as in Esthonia, he is a patron of wolves as well as of

wolves       flocks and herds.  : Many legends speak of the connexion

ID* Russia*; which exists between St. George and the wolf.     In Little

the herds' Russia the beast is known as " St. George's Dog," and the

out to       carcases of sheep which wolves have killed are not eaten,

Ifst^refor ft   being held  that  they  have  been  made over by divine

time on     command to the beasts of the field.4    The festival of St

his day.     George on the twenty-third of April has a national as well

as an ecclesiastical character in  Russia, and the mythical

features of the songs which are devoted to the day prove

that the saint has supplanted some old Slavonian deity who

used to be honoured at this season in heathen times.    It is

not as  a slayer  of dragons and   a   champion  of  forlorn

damsels that  St.  George figures  in these songs, but as a

patron of farmers and herdsmen who preserves cattle from

harm, and on whose day accordingly the flocks and herds

1 Boecler-Kreutzwald,   Der Ehsten     Estnischen Gesettschafi *u JDorpat, vii.

dberglaubische Gebrauche,   Weisen und     (1872) p. 61.

Gewohnheiten,   pp.  82-84,   116-118;         a F. J.  Wiedemann,    op.  tit    p.

F. J. Wiedemann,  Am dem innercn     413.

und clusseren Leben  der Ehsten, pp.         s See above, pp. 75 sq.

332,   356-361;   Holzmayer,   " Osili-         * W. R.  S.  Ralston, Russian Folk-

ana,"    Verhandlungen    der  gelekrten     talcs, pp. 344, 345.